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(54) Multiple interface connection device and method for reconfiguring standard PC-card 
interface 



(57) An apparatus and method which overcomes 
connectivity limitations on PCMCIA and PC-CARD95 
compatible devices by reconfiguring standard PCMCIA 
and PC-CARD pins for additional electrical interfaces. 
A detection circuit in the PC-card can detect the different 
interfaces. Once the different interfaces are identified, 
the connections to the receptacles of the PC-card con- 
nector are reconfigured such that the functional assign- 
ments of the receptacles conform with the requirements 
of each different interface. Thus, connection between 
different electrical interfaces to the physical interface of 
a PCMCIA-compatible device, without interference be- 
tween them is possible. This eliminates the need for ex- 
tra connectors other than the standard PCMCIA and 
PC-CARD95 connector. Thus, more versatile products 
with enhanced connectivity may be designed which use 
the PCMCIA and PC-CARD95 standards. 
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